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THREATS PRECEDED 


MASS SHOOTING 


Bob Owen / San Antonio Express-News 


FBI agents use metal detectors as they investigate the area near the scene of the mass shooting at First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs. 
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ONE OF IN-LAWS 


those found shot to 


KELLEY KILLED SHOOTER FOUND 


WITH 3 WOUNDS 


Officials said Kelley had 
one self-inflicted gun- 
shot to the head and 
two wounds to leg and 
torso, coming from the 
armed citizen. 


Lula Woicinski White, 
Kelley’s grandmother- 
in-law, was among 


death in the church. 


MANY MAGAZINES | AIR FORCE FAILED 

WERE EMPTIED TO REPORT CRIM a 
Kelley emptied more A military conviction fo me 
than 15 magazines from | domestic abuse was 
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assault weapon. Each al Criminal Information 
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A small town takes stock of what it has lost 


By Silvia Foster-Frau and Alia Malik 
STAFF WRITERS 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — There was a time 
when Sutherland Springs was a resort, where 
women in white skirts and hats lounged at a 
spring-fed pool. They appear in photos in the 
local museum, a stark contrast to the images 
thrown across the world of shock and horror on 
the faces of residents. 

On Sunday, after Devin Patrick Kelley, 26, ap- 
proached First Baptist Church and killed 26 peo- 
ple, Nick Uhlig got a text from his mother: “Are 
you alive or dead?” 

He was safe at home. But he called his cousin, 
Crystal Holcombe. She didn’t pick up. He found 
out later that day that she, her unborn child and 
three children were dead. 

“You don’t know how to feel,” Uhlig said. “I 
never thought in a million years something like 
this would happen here, of all places.” 

Ninfa Flores, 67, has lived in Sutherland 
Springs since she was 3 and felt the same dazed 

Town continues on A6 


Edward A. Ornelas / San Antonio Express-News 


La Vernia resident Darius Johnson (center) hugs Sutherland 


Springs residents M.J. (left) and Robert Barnett while attending 


a vigil for the victims of the shooting at First Baptist Church. 


ley’s gun purchases. | 


Shooter sent angry texts 
to in-law before carnage 


By John Tedesco and Guillermo Contreras 
STAFF WRITERS 


Devin Patrick Kelley had threatened his moth- 
er-in-law in angry text messages before opening 
fire on First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, where she was a member, and there 
were no apparent racial or religious motives 
behind the horrific shooting that killed 26 
churchgoers, investigators said Monday. 

“One thing that everybody wants to know is, 
why did this happen?” said Freeman Martin, 
regional director for the Texas Department of 
Public Safety. “It’s a senseless crime, but we can 
tell you there was a domestic situation going on 
within this family.” 

Martin declined to say when the threats were 
made or what Kelley said. But as misinformation 
about the deadliest mass shooting in Texas his- 
tory spread far and wide on the Internet, Martin 
tried to put a stop to the unverified rumors. 

“We wanted to get out there that this was not 
racially motivated,” Martin said, and authorities 

Threats continues on A7 


VICTIMS 


Some families lost 
multiple members 


By Melissa Fletcher Stoeltje 
STAFF WRITER 


Online 


More: To read 
further about 
the victims, go 
to Express 
News.com 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — 
Crystal Marie Hill was a young 
widow with five children when 
John Porter Holcombe married 
her in 2012 and they celebrated at First Baptist 
Church here. 

On Sunday in that same church, Crystal Hol- 
combe, 36, was gunned down along with three of 
her five children from her earlier marriage. She 
was two months pregnant with the beloved and 
much-wanted sixth baby with her spouse of five 


John 
Holcombe 
was wounded 
in the 
shooting, 
and his wife, 
Crystal 
Holcombe, 
who was 
pregnant, 
was killed, 
as were their 
children 
Emily Hill 
(front left), 
Megan Hill 
(front 
middle) and 
Greg Hill 
(right). Son 
Phillip 
(middle) was 
not in church, 


THE SHOOTER 


Gunman had 
history of violence 


By Sig Christenson and Zeke MacCormack 
STAFF WRITERS 


The gunman who killed 26 people in a church 
southeast of San Antonio was kicked out of the 
Air Force after cutting a plea deal in 2012 in 
which he admitted he fractured his stepson’s 
skull, then was involved in a string of more re- 
cent violent incidents, officials said Monday. 

Devin Patrick Kelley’s conviction never ap- 
peared on the National Criminal Information 
Center database, or NCIC, which would have 
prevented him from legally purchasing firearms. 
The Air Force said Monday that it had launched 


years. and daughter a review to find out why. 

John Holcombe, 39, who was injured in the Evelyn (front A jury at Holloman AFB in Alamogordo, New 
mass shooting but survived, has lost “just about right) was Mexico, gave Kelley a 12-month sentence after he 
everything,” said John Hill, 62, Crystal’s first fa- wounded. pleaded guilty to attacking his wife and the baby, 
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Ambitious Chinese leader 
may find ally in Trump. A9 
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Appeals court to weigh feds’ 


Treats known as paletas long 
have been enjoyed in S.A. 
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Confused about Health Insurance? 
Don't Delay - Apply Today! 


Enrollment Ends December 15, 2017 
Application assistance and subsidies are still available. ONYO [SA 


Call (210) 977-7997 or visit EnrollSA.com 


get Bexar 
covered. 


